[Biologics therapy for systemic lupus erythematosus. Current situation].
Improved understanding of the immunopathogenesis of systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) has paved the way for new specific immune interventions for this inflammatory disease similar to those for rheumatoid arthritis and spondylarthritides. New biologics were developed on this basis or are in the process of clinical development and open up new therapy options for patients. In this context belimumab is of particular importance. As an innovative biologic the monoclonal antibody against the cytokine BAFF/BLyS (belimumab) has been approved for the treatment of serologically active SLE. A number of other biologics against other cytokines are in the clinical development phase and appear to be promising for further improvement of the current therapeutic possibilities in SLE. This article addresses the current aspects of immune interventions with biologics for SLE and the specific challenges of this disease.